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[Cover] Evidence of Beloit’s early ties to China can be found in the iconic Boya Tower at Beijing University. The most
widely recognized symbol for this prestigious school, it was built in the 1920s and named for Beloit alumnus Lucius
Porter’s uncle, James W. Porter, who provided the funds to build it. The traditional building cleverly disguised the
university’s water tower.
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Introduction
Joy Elizabeth Beckman, director of the Wright
Museum of Art
The impetus for East Asian Art and Inquiry began in spring 2006. I had just
accepted a faculty position at Beloit College, and I was invited to attend the
Asia Century Conference, held in April, and hosted by Beloit College’s Office
of International Education. Having spent the last four years at the University
of Chicago intensively writing a dissertation on fourth century BCE burials
from southern China, I looked to my new position as an opportunity to step
away from my field and enjoy the breadth offered by a small liberal arts
college. Beloit College held a reputation for being an excellent undergraduate
institution, and I welcomed the idea of joining a faculty–many of whom were
also graduates of the University of Chicago–with expertise outside of my area
of study. How wrong I was. It was at this conference that I learned how
much I had underestimated the college in being able to provide a rich
academic environment for me to continue my engagement with China.
I listened to many of my future colleagues and realized I was joining a cohort
of scholars who were deeply committed to East Asia, and, in particular,
China. The faculty researching China came from widely diverse disciplines
including political science, anthropology, religion, history, and literature, and
they were all fluent in Chinese. In addition to those within the field of Asian
Studies, many faculty came from outside the discipline and through Beloit
College’s international initiatives sponsored by the Office of International
Education, were incorporating the study of China and Japan into their
teaching and research.
Beloit College’s investment and interest in East Asia was not ephemeral,
sparked by a sudden media-driven effort to capitalize on popular demand.

Rather, the college’s ties to China and Japan began in the late 1800s, with
Beloit College alumni such as Arthur Henderson Smith and Henry D. Porter
becoming major scholars in East Asia. Some of the earliest books on China,
such as the best seller Chinese Characteristics published in 1894, and China
in Convulsion published in 1901, were written by Arthur Smith. James Porter
funded the construction of the water tower for the Yenching University, now
Beijing University (front cover), and the tower is known as the Porter Tower.
Beloit College continues to develop and expand in the area of Asian
Studies. The college’s innovative study abroad program, “Cities in
Transition,” has tested itself on the campuses of our partner schools Henan
University in Kaifeng and Shandong University in Ji’nan. Over the last
decade, the Asian Studies Program at Beloit College has received generous
support from both the Luce Foundation and the Freeman Foundation. Current
initiatives at the college include a three-year Freeman Foundation
Undergraduate Asian Studies Initiative, which includes expanding the
teaching of Asia into college-wide curriculum. In both 2009 and 2010, as part
of this initiative, the college held two conferences on teaching about Asia at
the undergraduate level. An important part of these conferences has been to
highlight the value of using museum and archival collections to engage
student learning. Beloit College’s museums and archives have strong holdings
in materials from China, Korea, and Japan, as well as other areas in Asia, and
have prompted this initiative to use art and artifacts in their inquiry.
The series of essays and catalog of art and artifacts that follows hopefully
captures and highlights the depth and breadth of what Beloit College has to
offer for the student of East Asian culture.
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Beloit and Asia: Past and Present

university in Japan, and a school that continues to thrive today. When
Neesima died in 1890, Davis became president of Doshisha.

Susan Kasten
Editor, Beloit College Magazine

Arthur Smith and Henry Porter, Class of 1867

The history of the relationship between Beloit College and Asia begins with
Beloit’s earliest graduates. Three prominent alumni and their families developed deep connections with the people and institutions of China and Japan.
These men were Jerome D. Davis, Arthur Henderson Smith, and Henry
Dwight Porter. They were missionaries, whose dedication to spreading Christianity was in the context of a larger movement of their time. But these early
Beloiters were also pioneering and influential educators, whose work, friendships, and family ties laid much of the foundation in Asia on which a small
college in Beloit, Wisconsin, continues to build.

Jerome Davis, Class of 1866
Before he enlisted in the Union Army, Jerome Davis was an intensely serious
and devoutly religious student at Beloit College. He was driven to serve in the
U.S. Civil War, he wrote, because he hoped it “would be the death of slavery.”
Only a couple of years after Davis served in the Union Army, a young
Japanese man named Joseph Hardy Neesima, the academically bright son of a
Samurai, was charting his course to the West, defying his country’s overseas
travel ban. He was drawn to see the world and to study Western culture and
Christianity, so he stowed away in a schooner headed west. The ship turned
out to be owned by an American who sponsored Neesima by sending him to
the best New England colleges and seminary school in America.
When Neesima later returned to Japan to break new ground in Japanese
education, he would do so with the help of Beloit’s Jerome Davis.
The American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions had selected
Davis to serve in Japan in 1871, a time when religious gatherings were
forbidden by law. Neesima and Davis had met earlier at a missionary meeting
in New England, crossed paths again in 1875 in Kobe, Japan, after Neesima
returned home, and went on to develop a close friendship.
After religious restrictions were lifted, they were free to pursue the burning
ambition they shared: to found a school that would educate Japanese
students for the ministry while providing them with a broad educational
foundation. “It would be as unwise to ordain a man here without knowledge
of science as it would be to ordain a backwoodsman in America,” Davis
wrote from Japan.
Later that same year in Kyoto, Davis and Neesima founded Doshisha
Academy, which became Doshisha University, the first modern Christian
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Two other Beloit alumni—top students, classmates, and lifelong friends—
graduated a year after Davis. They, too, served briefly in the U.S. Civil War as
“One Hundred Day Men,” Union Army volunteers who enlisted for a 100-day
period at the behest of Lincoln.
Arthur Smith and Henry Porter’s lives would mirror each other far beyond
Beloit and long after the war, when they pursued lifelong work as
Congregational missionaries abroad.
They would go to China.
There, beginning in the 1870s and spanning decades, Smith and Porter
would witness a violent uprising, assist with relief efforts during a famine,
write books about China that became highly popular with American readers,
and even influence U.S. government policy that made scholarships available
for Chinese students to study in America.
Smith and Porter maintained a brotherly closeness, spending most of their
lives in China and raising their families within close proximity. Like Davis,
they wrote copious letters and columns and returned to campus to speak,
bringing a global outlook to Beloit so early it seems embedded in the
college’s DNA.
They entered their first field of mission in 1872 at Tientsin, then moved on
to P’ang Chuang, in Shantung, China, where Porter became a medical
missionary and Smith a general missionary.
Arthur Smith arguably made the greatest impact of early Beloiters in China.
Recognized for his wit and brilliant intellect, he wrote a number of important
books, the best-known of which was Chinese Characteristics (1894), said to be
the most widely read American work on China until Pearl Buck wrote The
Good Earth (1931). Smith also wrote China in Convulsion (1901), a bestseller
about the Boxer Rebellion, which was published in English and in translation.
All told, Smith sustained a 54-year, uninterrupted career as a missionary,
and, in the end, as a kind of elder statesman who encouraged economic,
educational, and industrial development in China.
“Very few men have known Chinese life so intimately or have been able to
interpret it so accurately and vividly,” Arthur Smith’s obituary stated in 1932.
But one of Smith’s highest profile acts was his advocacy for returning war
reparation funds the Chinese were being required to pay to the United States
after the Boxer Rebellion. Smith visited President Theodore Roosevelt to
argue that this sizeable amount of money—known as the Boxer Indemnity—
should be given back and set aside for education.

After much political debate on both
the Chinese and American sides, the
resolution passed Congress in 1909.
Later, the funds brought hundreds of
Chinese students to study in America
and abroad on scholarships and
helped establish universities in China.
At Beloit, the Boxer Indemnity
brought Chinese students to campus,
including Ching Yi Tang, the first to
come in 1914. The son of a Chinese
educator, C.Y. Tang arrived at age 16
with a limited command of the
English language. Still, he went on to
win the 1917 Wisconsin State
Oratorical Contest against stiff
competition. After Beloit, Tang
attended Columbia University and
later became executive secretary for
the League of Nations in Geneva,
Switzerland, before returning to China
Arthur Henderson Smith and Son
to teach.
C.Y. Tang sent his son, Xiao-Xuan
Tang’49, to Beloit to study chemistry, and in turn, he sent his son, De Ming
“Eddie” Tang, who graduated in 1984.
Henry Porter, for his part, strengthened his ties to Beloit College—and
incidentally the connections between China and Beloit—when he returned to
Beloit in 1879 from his mission post to marry Elizabeth Chapin, the daughter
of the first college president, Aaron Lucius Chapin. The newlyweds returned
to China, raised a family, and spent a good deal of their lives there, where
Porter was known and beloved as a physician/missionary.
Both Smith and Porter witnessed the violence during the Boxer Rebellion in
1900. Smith was in Peking during the siege, and Porter attempted to stay at
his inland post during the uprising, but he and the missionary staff were
eventually forced to flee. Because the uprising was directed at foreigners and
Christians, the attacks hit close to home, and the stress of the rebellion seems
to have haunted Porter for the rest of his life. According to his son’s account,
he never fully recovered his health after the events of 1900.
That same son, one of four children the Porters raised in China, would add
substantially to his family’s legacy there. Lucius Porter (1901) came from
China to attend Beloit and carved out an impressive career as a top student
and star athlete. After going to Yale for graduate school, he married, then

returned to China, and joined the
faculty of Yenching University, where
he built a reputation as an influential
philosophy professor and wellregarded dean.
Yenching became the most
prominent Christian college in China
until it was absorbed by Beijing
University, which remains one of the
country’s top universities.
In 1941, the younger Porter was
imprisoned by the Japanese and
remained in an internment camp
throughout World War II. Once freed,
he did not seek a life back in the
United States, but instead reunited with
his wife and returned to Yenching. He
taught there until the Communists
came into power, when it became clear
that his career and the family’s life in
China must come to an end.
Arthur Smith, Lucius Porter, and
As the lives of the Porters, the
Henry Dwight Porter.
Smiths, Davis, Neesima, and the Tangs
attest, Beloit’s oldest connections to
Asia formed through individuals, whose works and networks of friends and
associates are richly documented through handwritten letters, diaries, and
early editions of Beloit College Magazine. Many others strengthened the early
connections between Beloit and Asia: geographers, explorers, educators, but
most of all generations of students, whose educational exchanges started
enriching lives in Beloit and in Asia in 1873, when the first Japanese student
enrolled at Beloit College.

Asian Studies: New Direction
Since the earliest days of its history, Beloit College has had significant ties to
Asia. Not surprisingly, in more recent decades, the college has developed a
robust program in Asian Studies that, while honoring past traditions, is
nevertheless solidly grounded in the standards and practices of the modern
academy. Currently, faculty from no fewer than seven departments—
including Anthropology, Art and Art History, Economics, History, Modern
Languages and Literatures, Philosophy and Religious Studies, and Political
Science—contribute courses to the college’s Asian Studies curriculum. The
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Beloit College Asian Studies faculty in 2011.

expertise of the faculty and their diverse interests reflect the historical and
contemporary importance of Asia in the human story.
Significant curricular engagement with Asia at Beloit dates as far back as
1940-41, when Lucius Porter, then on furlough from his academic duties in
China, served as the Brewer Lecturer on Chinese Philosophy. During that
year, Porter gave a series of lectures that, as the November 1940 issue of The
Round Table noted, formed a “part of the regular course in comparative
religion” and were open to “the general public without fee.” Throughout the
1950s and 60s, courses on Asian history and philosophy were regularly
offered at the college. Additionally, during the 1970s a significant number of
Beloit students participated on ACM (Associated Colleges of the Midwest)
study abroad programs in India, Japan, Hong Kong, and China.
Teaching about Asia at Beloit College advanced on a number of fronts
during the 1980s. The departments of Anthropology and Political Science
added experienced experts in Asia to their faculty, and, in 1983, the college
began offering students the opportunity to learn both Chinese and Japanese
during the summer through the newly established Center for Language
Studies. Not long thereafter, the teaching of these two crucial Asian
languages entered the regular academic year program. Additionally, in 1985
the college began a long and productive exchange relationship with Fudan
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University in Shanghai, China. Recognizing
the importance of these developments, the
Academic Senate formally approved Asian
Studies as an interdisciplinary minor in 1987.
With generous grants from the Coca-Cola,
Luce, and Freeman Foundations, Asian
studies continued its steady growth at Beloit
during the 1990s and early years of the new
century. In a span of 10 years beginning in
1998, the college created full-time tenure
track positions in Asian history, Chinese
Language and Literature, and Japanese
Language and Literature. Additionally, the
college hired faculty with primary research
interests in Asia in the departments of Art
John Rapp
and Art History, Economics, Education and
Youth Studies, and Philosophy and Religious
Studies.
During this same period, the college played host to a number of important
visitors, including the noted poet Bei Dao—who held the Lois Wilson
Mackey’45 Distinguished Professorship of Creative Writing in the academic
year 2000-2001—and political activist and journalist Dai Qing—who held the
Weissberg Professorship in International Studies in 2003-2004.
In 2006 Beloit College established ties of friendship and academic
cooperation with Shandong University in Jinan, Shandong Province, and
Henan University in Kaifeng, Henan Province. Since that time, Henan
University has invited Beloit College graduating seniors to teach English at
their university. As a result, each year Beloit College helps select three
students who spend the following academic year in Kaifeng as full-time
university English instructors.
In Japan, Beloit College has exchange agreements with Kansai Gaidai
University and Akita International University. The agreement with Kansai
Gaidai began in 1990. During the first 20 years of this relationship, over 100
Beloit students and 80 Kansai Gaidai students have participated in the
exchange program. The first Beloit College student studied at Akita
International University in fall 2009. The two institutions began a reciprocal
exchange of students in spring 2010, with a formal cooperation agreement
taking effect in 2010.
Contributors to this article include Warren Bruce Palmer, associate professor of
economics and management; John Rapp, professor of political science; Daniel
Youd, Luce associate professor of Chinese language; and Fred Burwell, Beloit
College archivist.

Japanese Studies at Beloit College
Scott Lineberger, assistant professor of modern
languages and literatures
Beloit College’s strong ties to Japan stretch back over more than a century. In
1871 Beloit graduate Jerome Davis (class of 1866) traveled to Japan as a
missionary. Davis helped Joseph Hardy Neesima found Doshisha University
in Kyoto, one of Japan’s most prestigious private universities. By 1873, Beloit
College had enrolled its first student from Japan, K. Nakahara. Today, the
college continues a dynamic relationship with Japan through a robust
exchange program and an emphasis on Japan in the classroom and cocurricular activities
While classes in Japanese language had been taught occasionally at Beloit
College for years, they begin to be offered regularly in 1982 when they were
listed in the spring course schedule. The teaching of Japanese was given
further impetus by a 10-day language program that Beloit built into the
orientation period for first-year and transfer students between 1985-89 (the

precursor to today’s Initiatives Program). Japanese has also been one of the
four principal languages taught through our Center for Language Studies
since its inception in 1983. Japanese was incorporated into the Asian Studies
minor in 1987 and was listed under its own heading within Modern
Languages and Literatures in the 1989-91 college catalog.
In recent years, with the help of the Mellon, Freeman, and Weissberg
Foundations, the Japanese program at Beloit College has grown to become a
robust leader among liberal arts institutions offering Asian Studies programs. In
2007 and 2008, more students graduated as East Asian Languages and Cultures
majors than any other major within the Modern Languages Department.
Japanese literature, culture, and history courses have been consistently among
the most popular and highly enrolled classes on campus. Furthermore, the
number of Beloit students studying abroad in Japan has grown steadily in
recent years—for example, in the 2009-2010 school-year, 15 students studied in
Japan. Also, a record 33 students enrolled in Japanese language classes during
the 2008 CLS summer language program.
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Teaching and Scholarship in Beloit College’s Asian Studies Program
Rob LaFleur, professor of history and anthropology
Overview
Beloit College Asian Studies professors are committed to integrated programs
of teaching and scholarship. The Asian Studies program has distinctive
strengths in Chinese studies, and the number of faculty members who deal
with Japanese, Korean, Southeast, and South Asian subjects has grown
steadily over the past decade. The Asian Studies program has almost a dozen
faculty members with facility in spoken Chinese, and a significant number
who do research with classical Chinese texts. For Japanese, several professors
do research in Japanese texts, and half a dozen have research interests in
Japanese topics. The program also has faculty members with research and
teaching proficiency in languages ranging from Arabic to Sanskrit.
Every summer, faculty members spread out across the world for their research, and several professors have led research and teaching development trips
to Japan, the People’s Republic of China, Hong Kong, and Taiwan. It is also a
faculty that has spent a great deal of time engaging in language study, developing research skills, and even achieving advanced degrees in Asia. The Asian
Studies faculty, has, as a group, spent over half a century in Asia, and that does
not take into account the formidable experiences of native-speaker faculty members, who bring with them both the experiences of their home countries and a
keen understanding of American culture and American students.
The Beloit College Asian Studies faculty has first-rate training, with professors who have worked with research innovators in the most demanding graduate programs in the United States and abroad—including Chicago, Columbia,
Harvard, Indiana, Princeton, Northwestern, UCLA, and Wisconsin, as well as
Beijing University, National Taiwan University and (others). Pursuing a careful
blend of scholarship and teaching is the central mission of the Asian Studies
program, and an example is the recent publication of a general book on China
(China: Asia in Focus—ABC-Clio, 2009) for capable non-specialist readers. It
contains chapters on Chinese geography, history, politics, economics, language,
literature, society, and culture written by Beloit College teacher-scholars, each
with a decade or more of experience in the classroom. The contributors were
asked to put their formidable teaching and research abilities into their individual chapters, and the result shows the manner in which they perceive their
mission to educate not only the students in their classes, but the wider reading
public, as well—using original insights from their own travel and reading, and
adding elements of their advanced research to their chapters.
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The teaching-scholarship dynamic plays out in fascinating ways. It is not
uncommon for specialized scholarship to lead to the creation of classes and
seminars. For example, Andras Boros-Kazai has extensive research experience
in Eastern Europe and is the author of a history of Hungary. His interest in
the world beyond Eastern Europe led him more deeply toward the Silk Road
and the creation of a popular interdisciplinary course on Central Asia. Warren
Palmer has pursued his studies of China’s energy uses and its electrical
power system for over two decades, and that work led not only to his authorship of the economics chapters for both of the program’s books on China, but
also to innovative classes such as “Energy and Humanity’s Future” and “Energy and Environmental Economics.”
Teaching can also inspire new lines of research and writing. A classroom
comment or snatch of discussion might, upon reflection, lead in a scholarly
direction. I have been teaching a seminar on French scholars of China periodically since I was in graduate school, trying to articulate the ways that French
ethnographic and historical writings form a compelling approach to Chinese
cosmology and history. Class discussions over the years helped me to hone
key research questions, and the resulting research was awarded a fellowship
from the Woodrow Wilson Foundation. Similarly, Shin Yong Robson has
taught Chinese for two decades, noticing in the process particular kinds of
grammatical problems encountered—year after year—by students with backgrounds in English syntax. In Tweaking the Details, her manuscript text, she
has channeled those teaching challenges into a special kind of grammatical
work dealing with precisely the classroom problems she has encountered.

Teaching
Beloit College’s Asian Studies professors teach a wide range of courses, many
of them informed by primary research and travel experience in various parts of
Asia—from the Eastern European and Inner Asian “end” of the Silk Road
through India, Southeast Asia, the full breadth of China and northern Asia, and
on to Korea and Japan. Following a west-east trajectory, Beloit College offers
courses in West Asia, Central Asia, Indian Buddhism, and Southeast Asian religion and culture. For East Asian languages, history, and culture, 10 different
faculty members bring their expertise on China, Japan, and the Koreas.
The key issues—and the central teaching goals of the Asian Studies faculty—go far beyond “coverage” of a part of the world, though. Professors
seek breadth and depth, and are committed to helping students develop the
skills necessary to move far beyond their individual classes. From the intro-

ductory classes to the senior “capstone” seminar, students are expected to develop a deep knowledge of the language, history, and culture of their chosen
areas, as well as the analytical and comparative skills that make their studies
even more relevant to their liberal arts educations.
The faculty is justly proud of the four levels of Chinese and Japanese offered, as well as the foundational courses in Chinese and Japanese history
and culture that together form the core of the program. Shin Yong Robson
and Akiko Ogino have seen the program’s language instruction grow from
modest beginnings (two years each of Chinese and Japanese) to four years
and multiple opportunities for study abroad today. The addition of language
and literature professors in Chinese and Japanese during the past decade has
enabled the college to offer majors in both languages.
Beyond the language and literature majors and the Asian Studies minor,
however, there is an impressive range of courses that provide students with a
diversity of theoretical, ideological, and analytical perspectives. It shows why
Beloit College Asian Studies graduates have gone on to many versions of success after graduation—from graduate studies to employment in and beyond
Asia. Courses range from surveys and topical studies to interdisciplinary seminars that connect students’ studies of a wide variety of disciplines, from anthropology and biology to sociology and theater arts.
*** ***
A few examples will show some of the extraordinary teaching occurring in
Beloit College’s Asian Studies classrooms, and connecting the humanities,
sciences, and social sciences in a truly interdisciplinary setting.

Asian Sounds
Physics professor Paul Stanley’s interest in acoustics and Eastern Asia has led
to the development of a course that examines the evolution and adaptation of
musical instruments and culture along major and minor trade routes of
China, Japan, and Vietnam. Stanley is currently engaged in a scholarly project that focuses on flute hole placement, and how science, technology, culture, and trade influence flute music.

Sacred Sites
Joy Beckman explores East Asian art in its ritual and secular contexts in a
course that explores different sacred sites spread across China, Japan, and Indonesia. Students compare liturgical texts and written accounts of sites with
artifacts taken from the site as well as the built environment to gain a more

comprehensive understanding of how ancient art is brought to life through
ritual practice.

Culture, Power, and Place
In Southeast Asian Societies
Jennifer Esperanza’s course on the globalization of handicrafts from Bali, Indonesia, challenges students to reconsider the topics of culture, power, and
place in their specific geographic and historical contexts. Beginning with an
examination of “culture” as conceived by European and North American anthropologists, students contrast these ideas with pre-colonial notions of “culture” in mainland and insular Southeast Asia. From pre-colonial forms of
cartography and political alignments, the course then urges students to find
remnants of these forms within contemporary systems of government, territoriality, and culture.

Classical Chinese Philosophy
Philip Shields has been teaching a course on classical Chinese philosophy for
16 years. His reading of Kongzi, Mozi, Laozi, and Zhuangzi informs his use
of the 20th century Viennese philosopher Ludwig Wittgenstein in contemporary moral theory. The classical Chinese attention to interdependence and
sustainable processes challenges Western paradigms of what it is to be a
human being, as well as raising questions about modern European ideals of
autonomy and transcendence. Professor Shields has published several articles
in this vein, including “Reflections on Respecting Childhood” and “Some
Problems with Communities of Choice.”

Scholarship
The range of research interests among Beloit College Asian Studies faculty
members is as impressive as their teaching repertoires. Some projects began
in—or even before—graduate school, while others took time to develop as
they slowly emerged from dissertations, teaching experience, and conference
presentations. Beloit College’s Asian Studies program now has a new “venue”
for presenting this work in the Asian Studies Faculty Research Seminars,
which appear on the college’s master calendar every year. The seminars provide faculty members with opportunities to prepare their research for publication and further teaching. The seminars are open to the public and will be
available as webcasts, as well.
*** ***
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The research and teaching already noted only begins to scratch the surface of
the work Beloit College’s Asian Studies faculty does in and beyond the classroom. A further glance at the range of scholarly interests of a handful of professors will illustrate the faculty’s ongoing fascination with the world of ideas.

Japanese Poetry
Scott Lineberger describes modern scholarship on the Japanese poet Matsunaga Teitoku (1571-1654) as rife with contradictions and paradoxes. Literary histories extol Teitoku’s seminal role in creating haikai poetry; however,
this praise has been tempered by a caveat that little, if any, of his poetry—
much less his other writings—is worthy of scholarly attention. Professor
Lineberger calls for a “full reading” of Teitoku’s work and explores what he
calls the “sometimes murky social-historical conditions of Kyoto’s cultural salons” in the 16th and 17th centuries.

Islamic Culture
Debra Majeed’s scholarship shows the broad reach of the Asian Studies program. Her study of African-American polygyny, Close Encounters of Intimate
Sisterhood: Polygyny in the World of African American Muslims, has led her
not only to present her results in several Asian locations, but also to pursue a
thread of inquiry focusing on polygyny in southeast Asia. Professor Majeed’s
teaching of Islamic thought has played a major role in the diversity of the Beloit College religious studies program, and is an equally important aspect of
the Asian Studies program.

Chinese Education
Jingjing Lou has been studying education reforms in transition countries such
as China and Russia for several years, and particular research topics have included access and equity, gender and education, private universities, and the
marketization and globalization of higher education. Her current research
mainly focuses on Chinese rural education. She has been doing fieldwork in
rural schools in Northwest China for years, and has also participated in a
project on peace education and photovoice methodology, using pictures taken
by children and youth as a means to understand their life and identity.

Ming-Qing Fiction
Daniel Youd’s teaching and research interests include Ming and Qing dynasty
Chinese vernacular fiction, science fiction, utopian literature, drama, and in-
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tellectual history. He has presented much of his work on early European
translations of Chinese fiction, and expanded his focus to examine the role of
the Manchu language in the dynamics of translation. Professor Youd began
studying Manchu on his own, and then continued his studies in Beijing during his sabbatical. The rich linguistic and cultural context for Manchu and
Chinese narratives will provide research opportunities well into the future.

Marxism, Anarchy, and Politics
John Rapp’s research interests center on ancient and modern Chinese political ideology, and have resulted in courses such as “Democracy in East Asia,”
Daoism and China’s Long Revolution,” and “Anarchism as Theory and Movement.” He has produced a book on Mao Zedong and the Ming dynasty
founder, Zhu Yuanzhang (co-authored with historian Anita Andrew), the politics chapters in both of the Asian Studies program’s volumes on China, and a
wide array of articles on Daoist thought, anarchism, the Taiping Rebellion,
Chinese Marxism, and the Cultural Revolution.

Buddhist Literature
Natalie Gummer focuses on the intersection of textual practices and ethics in
Buddhist literary cultures. She is especially interested in eliciting from Buddhist literature a complex and sophisticated “ethics of interpretation” that can
illuminate and inform our own inherently ethical engagement with Buddhist
texts—to derive from a study of Buddhist history, practice, and literature alternative angles of vision that are both relevant to the interpretation of Buddhist texts and valuable lenses through which to view our own practices and
assumptions.

Poetry and Painting
John Rosenwald has held Fulbright grants at three major universities and lectured at more than 30 others. His collaborative work translating contemporary Chinese poetry began with Smoking People (1988), which introduced
poets such as Bei Dao and Gu Cheng to an American audience. Recently, he
and his wife Ann Arbor have focused on two major schools of Chinese peasant painters, Huxian and Jinshan, interviewing/photographing them and arranging for exhibitions of their art. Before his recent retirement, Professor
Rosenwald regularly team-taught courses with Bei Dao, and in 2006 produced
Ascendance, a multi-disciplinary performance in Eaton Chapel by distinguished Chinese painters, poets, and musicians.

Center for Language Studies (CLS)
Overview
Beloit College’s Asian Studies program has another dimension that sets it
apart from most American liberal arts colleges. Each summer, Beloit College’s
Center for Language Studies (CLS) is home to 32 faculty members, who teach
one of four languages: Arabic, Chinese, Japanese, and Russian. These four
languages have been the core of the program since CLS was founded in 1983.
This Center was part of a shared vision of Beloit College’s former President
Roger Hull and classics professor John Wyatt.

Immersed at Home and (Then) Abroad
One of the greatest strengths of summer language programs is the
opportunity they provide to focus entirely on building language skills with
committed teachers and peers. Students with solid foundations in a language
prior to their study abroad find their experiences enhanced immeasurably.
Language can be a gateway into the society, culture, and history of a foreign
culture. Students of foreign languages—especially what have now been
termed “critical” ones, such as Russian, Arabic, and Chinese—need to
understand the issues surrounding language acquisition, such as gaining
precise foundations in pronunciation, grammatical patterns, and fluency in
both everyday conversation and specialized topics. CLS provides an
environment in which student can quickly and easily increase their language
proficiency.
The CLS program is influenced by the liberal arts model on which Beloit
College itself is founded. Personalized instruction coupled with cultural
activities facilitate situationally based language acquisition. Language
instructors use visual learning methods at both the Wright Museum of Art
and the Logan Museum of Anthropology, and host international dinner with
linguistically accurate menus and ethnic dishes prepared by students and
instructors. Language instruction is also paired with cultural programs such
as the Qi Shu Fang Peking Opera Company’s performances and seminars, and
Evening of Poetry and Song, in which language students perform with their
peers for a late-summer evening audience.
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Beloit College Archives
Fred Burwell’86, Beloit College archivist
The Beloit College Archives contain several collections of importance to
students of Asia. While a number of 19th and early 20th century alumni
became distinguished missionaries in China, Japan, and Turkey, others traveled
to Asia in their roles as educators or explorers. To varying degrees, their
Archives files include correspondence, publications, photographs and more.
In 1909, Thomas Chrowder Chamberlin and his son, Rollin, traveled to
China as part of the Oriental Educational Investigation Commission. T.C.
Chamberlin was a member of the class of 1866, a prominent educator, and
famous geologist. He and Rollin wrote extensive, closely observed diaries
about their explorations. A gifted photographer, Rollin took dozens of
photographs of China’s diverse landscape and people. Archives holdings
include their diaries, photographic negatives, prints, and leather-bound
scrapbooks.
The Beloit College Archives has a small collection of material on Jerome D.
Davis, class of 1866, who became a missionary/educator in Japan, notably
helping to found the Doshisha University in Kyoto. His files include
correspondence, newspaper accounts, publications, and obituaries.
Arthur Henderson Smith, class of 1867, was Beloit College’s most famous
missionary alumnus. He served in China for 54 years, wrote several seminal
works including Chinese Characteristics and China in Convulsion, and
advised President Theodore Roosevelt about disbursement of the Boxer
Rebellion Indemnity, allowing promising Chinese students the opportunity to
study in the United States. Among the most interesting Smith items in the
Beloit College Archives are his Civil War diary and numerous “class letters”
written to his fellow classmates, including the following excerpt from a 1921
autobiographical account of his life: “P’ang Chuang was a small village of
about 110 families, six miles from the so called “Grand Canal” (our line of
communication), nine miles from the district city, and about 165 miles from
Tientsin. When we went there it was objected that in case of riots, &c, we
should be far from any city and unprotected – we were willing to take the
risk. In the Boxer year just because of our distance from any city mobs our
premises were about the only mission houses (undefended) that escaped
destruction in the vast territory from the Yellow to the Amur rivers! When we
returned we found everything intact – an island in an ocean of ruin!”
George C. Collie, class of 1881, was the son of Joseph Collie, Beloit College’s
first student. First curator of Beloit’s Logan Museum of Anthropology, Collie
traveled around the world in 1910, scrawling an extensive diary, which includes
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descriptions of China and Japan, among many other countries. Collie’s entries
are richly detailed and opinionated and serve as an exceptional glimpse into
already rapidly changing areas and people.
Grandson of Beloit College’s first president, Lucius Chapin Porter, class of
1901, was born in China and later became a distinguished educator there,
mainly at Yenching University. His father, Henry Dwight Porter, was a
classmate and close friend of Arthur Henderson Smith’s, also a distinguished
missionary in China. The Archives collection of Lucius Porter correspondence
includes letters about his internment by the Japanese in 1943 and from 19471949 the rise of Communism and Chairman Mao. Writing from Yenching in
1948, Porter stated: “Some of our students are ardent Communist
sympathizers. But I do not believe either faculty or students have any clear
conception of what will happen in China should the present Gov’t be
overthrown. There would be confusion for a time. If Communists took over
all their fair promises to students and people (by which they gain adherents)
would be disregarded, as such promises have been disregarded in Europe,
and a ruthless dictatorship set up, NOT of the ‘proletariat’ but of the small
group of leaders who have been carried away by the temptations of power.”
Roy Chapman Andrews, class of 1906, was for many years the director of
the American Museum of Natural History. In earlier days he became famous
as an explorer and adventurer (see page 35). While leading expeditions in the
Gobi Desert, his teams were the first to discover fossilized dinosaur eggs. The
Archives hold most of his books and publications as well as numerous
clippings, correspondence and photographs.
Anne Bassett Kelley graduated from Beloit College in 1907. After teaching
for several years, she moved to Peking China in 1918, where she worked as a
teacher of English at Bridgman Academy. The Beloit College Archives house
several binders of her lengthy, descriptive letters home, as well as boxes of
memorabilia and letters from China, written by her adopted daughter.
Kelley’s earliest letter, dated February 2, 1919, described Chinese New Year:
“All thru the week before New Years, fire works are shot off by the zealous
people, but New Years’ Eve there is an almost continuous bang bang which
keeps up all night, and the next night, and thru the day, and I guess it lasts a
whole week, tho I haven’t lived long enough yet to tell from experience. The
streets are hung with red paper lanterns and everything looks festive. New
Years’ Day is the only day in all the year when the shops are all closed.
Everybody takes a holiday if it is at all possible – the streets are crowded near
the temple where the fair is held, and thousands of people go to the temple
to offer burned incense and worship the gods.”

East Asian Collections at the Wright Museum of Art
Joy Elizabeth Beckman, director of the Wright
Museum, and Craig Hadley, collections manager
The Wright Museum of Art holds a sizeable collection of Asian art. This
collection numbering about 1,500 artifacts has grown over its 100 year
history, shaped by the particular interests of its donors. Established in 1893,
the Wright Museum, mirroring its sister the Logan Museum of Anthropology,
is dedicated to providing educational opportunities for Beloit College’s
students. With Beloit College’s strong East Asian studies program, the Asian
art collection plays an important role in our mission. The collections have
been built and continue to grow with the purpose of offering Beloit’s students
hands-on material to study from. Several donors have helped strengthen the
educational mission with their donations. In particular, the William F. Gurley
Memorial Collection and the Masahiro and Yoshiko Nakata Collection were
donated to the Wright with the understanding that they would provide
educational material for students. More recent donations by Professor Robert
Poor and Geraldine Schmitt include both significant works added to the
permanent collection and a large collection of hands-on material, such as
Chinese ink rubbings and political posters that will augment the Wright’s
growing educational collection.

Edward H. Pitkin Memorial Collection
Caroline Pitkin McCready, daughter of Beloit College trustee Edward H.
Pitkin, cultivated a serious interest in the arts of Asia, and she worked to
furnish her Chicago home in Chinese style. Her collection, acquired during
her travels through China and Hong Kong, consisted of oriental furnishings,
snuff bottles, religious sculptures, netsuke, jade and ivory carvings, and
porcelains. Shortly after the Wright Museum was built in the 1930s, Mrs.
McCready became the advocate and patron of the Wright’s Oriental room
(fig.1). McCready placed her extensive collection on loan to the museum, and
after the room had been properly fitted with museum cases, she donated a
large part of her Asian art collection to the Wright in honor of her father,
Edward H. Pitkin. The Pitkin-McCready Oriental Room remained an important
gallery until the 1970s. The Pitkin Memorial Collection includes a magnificent
Japanese wooden sculpture of the Amida Buddha (cat. no.).

Genevieve Myers Harris Collection
Included among the Wright Museum’s holdings is a collection of 19 Chinesdragon robes, as well as other silk garments from late 19th century China.

Oriental Room, fig. 1

Thirteen of these robes were donated to the college in 1948 by Sara Sommers from Peoria, Illinois. Sommers acquired them from a Genevieve Myers
Harris. Myers was in Beijing in June 1937, when she purchased her collection of robes and garments. She later brought her collection to the United
States, where she sold it to various persons including Sara Sommers. Myers
was able to bring the collection together again in 1941, at an exhibit held at
the Society of the Four Arts in Palm Springs, Florida.
One of the most important pieces from Myers’ collection is a scrapbook she
kept that documented the history of her collection. According to Myers’ book,
a number of robes from her collection came from a 1928 auction of the Prince
Regent’s Palace, and from a similar sale held in 1933. Prior to 1911, dragon
robes had been part of official garb, which meant their use had been severely
restricted, such that foreigners required special permission to wear them.
Arthur Smith from Beloit College, who traveled to China in 1872 as a
missionary, appears to have received this honor and can be seen wearing an
official mandarin robe (fig.xx). After the fall of the Qing Dynasty, imperial
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restrictions fell away and many of these robes became available for purchase.
Americans and Europeans residing in Beijing at the time took advantage of
this and acquired collections of imperial garments, which then made their
way into various museums.

Mary Ripley Goodwin Collection
An important part of the Asian collection came to the Wright Museum in 1912
through a generous bequest of Mary Ripley Goodwin. Although she grew up
in Chicago, Goodwin’s family had longstanding connections with the Beloit
community. Shortly after she married, she moved with her husband to
Boston, but she never forgot her connection to Beloit, in particular her close
friends Professor and Mrs. Emerson, who had been instrumental in establishing the art collection at Beloit College. In her will, Mrs. Goodwin designated
the Beloit College Art Hall as recipient of a large collection of art including a
significant collection of Asian art. It took an entire freight car to move the collection from Boston to Beloit.

William F. Gurley Memorial Collection
In November 1944, Mrs. Katherine Eberly Gurley donated a large collection
of Asian art to the Wright Museum in memory of her husband William
Frank Eugene Gurley, who had passed away the previous summer. A resident of Chicago, William. F. E. Gurley served as associate curator of the Paleontological Collection at the University of Chicago. The Gurley Memorial
Collection at the Wright includes a large assemblage of 13th century Korean
celadon (cat.no.), which he acquired through the Chicago Academy of Fine
Art in 1911. The collection of Korean celadon was originally acquired by S.P.
Clapham of Columbia City, Indiana, while working in Korea from 1901 to
1909.
The Gurley Collection also includes a Japanese sword that had been dedicated to the Shinto shrine at Ise (cat.no.), and a large collection of Japanese
sword guards (fig.xx). Other objects in the Gurley Collection include Japanese
netsuke, inro, and tsuba, as well as jade carvings, and woodcut prints.
The Gurley collection came to the Wright with the stipulation that it be used
in conjunction with Asian art courses taught at the college. Responding to this
generous gift, the college introduced into the curriculum a course on Asiatic Art
and various professors made extensive use of the donated objects.

Harley Harris Bartlett
Collection
(John P. Gwin Bequest)
A number of pieces in the Wright’s
collection of Japanese woodblock
prints and paintings were originally
part of a collection acquired by Harley
Harris Bartlett. Professor Bartlett
(1886-1960) was a scholar of botany
at the University of Michigan, Ann
Arbor (see page 35). In 1935, while
serving as a visiting professor at the
University of the Philippines, he took
the opportunity to visit Japan. His
keen interest in Japanese print material, particularly books on botany, led
him to acquire an interesting collection of Japanese prints, which he describes in his published diaries. He
gave many of the objects he gathered
in his travels to his dear friends John
and Mary Gwin, including a long
scroll of Japanese botanicals
(cat.no.xx). John P. Gwin (1913-2004)
served as dean of students at Beloit
College (1950-1973), and left in bequest the entirety of Bartlett’s collection of Japanese works of art. This
collection significantly added to the
Wright’s holdings in Japanese art, and
forms an important part of the permanent collection.

Masahiro and Yoshiko
Nakata Collection
In 1994, Masahiro and Yoshiko Nakata
donated over 50 Japanese artifacts
representing several generations of
Amida Buddha, fig. xx
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personal family heirlooms. Objects include tea ceremony utensils, traditional
textiles, and musical instruments.
The Nakatas saw traditional Japanese culture fading away as modern
culture entered Japan. They saw the Wright Museum of Art as a preserver of
culture, and wanted their collection to serve as educational material “for the
students who are interested in them and for future generations who will find
value in them.”
An economic analyst for the Japanese newspaper Sankei Shinbun in
Osaka, Japan, Mr. Nakata came to Beloit College at the recommendation of
Beloit alumnus Tatsuo Kobayashi, class of 1957. During his time at Beloit
College (1994-1996), Nakata worked with Chinese specialists at Beloit and
the University of Wisconsin-Madison on economic relations between China,
Japan, and the United States.

Robert Poor and Geraldine Schmitt Collection
Professor Robert Poor, scholar of ancient Chinese bronzes and professor
emeritus of art history at the University of Minnesota, has donated works
from his collection of East Asian art. An art history professor of more than 30
years at the University of Minnesota—and a passionate collector of Chinese
and Japanese art—the Dr. Robert J. Poor Collection is an outstanding addition
to the Wright Museum’s permanent collection of Asian art. The gift includes
Chinese rubbings, Peking glassware, I-hsing ceramics, Chinese robes, and
Japanese kimonos, as well as prints and scroll paintings.

Professor Lewis Williams (professor 1955-83) and students studying material from the
Wright Museum’s permanent collection, fig.xx
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Imperial Palace Views, Qing Dynasty, 19th century
Attributed to Qiu Ying (1512-1569)
Silk scroll in four sections
Length: 47.8”
Height: 11.7” (29.8cm)
Edward H. Pitkin Memorial Collection
WMA 42.127a,b,c

16

Female Beauties (pair)
Late Qing - early Republican Period (early
20th century) China
Oil on canvas
Height: 23”
Nathaniel and Lana Grey Collection
WMA 1996.8

17

Male Imperial Robe
Qing dynasty, late 1st century China
Silk
Height: 55.5” (140.9 cm)
Sara I. Sommers Collection
WMA 38.35

18

Yellow and green ceramic bowls (pair)
Qing dynasty with Ming dynasty Chenghua reign mark (1465-1487), China
Enameled porcelain
Height: 3.75” (9.6 cm)
Pitkin Collection
WMA 42.79a-b

19

Peking Glass snuff bottle
Qing dynasty, 19th century China
Red and white glass with ivory spoon
Height: 2.6” (6.6 cm)
Gurley Memorial Collection
WMA 42.366

20

Snuff bottle with rabbit and lingzhi decoration
China
Nephrite with turquoise cap
Height: 2 11/16” (6.8 cm)
Pitkin Collection
WMA 42.3

Shinto offering sword and scabbard, 1640
Swordsmith Kanewaka Tsukuru (1613-1677)
Length: 40.9” (104 cm)
W.F.E. Gurley Memorial Collection
WMA 44.456

21

Waki goto tsuba (sword guard)
Early 19th century, Japan
Iron, brass, gold
Diameter: 7.9 cm
Gurley Memorial Collection
WMA 44.138

22

Botanical Specimens from Hokkaido, hand scroll
Edo period, 1863, Japan
Ink on paper
Height: 11.5” (29.2 cm)
Bequest of John P. Gwin
WMA 2004.1.6

23

Ohara Shoson
Iris and Kingfisher
1929, Japan
Woodblock print
Height: 14.37” (36.5 cm)
Forest R. Lowrey‘18 Memorial Gift
WMA 84.38

24

Deep Attachment, 1957
Yamaguchi Gen (1903-1976)
Woodblock print
Height: 23” (59.7 cm)
Bequest of Charles H. Moore
WMA 59.5

25

Amida Buddha, Kamakura style, 19th century
Gilded wood
Height: 27: (68.6 cm)
Bequest of Mary Ripley Goodwin
WMA 12.8

26

Portable shrine of the Medicine Buddha
Late Edo period, circa 1860, Japan
Lacquer
Height: 3 7/16”
WMA 42.49

27

Hinamatsuri Dolls
Showa period, 20th century, Japan
Porcelain, wood, textile, metal
Height: 6.5” (16.5 cm)
Bequest of Charles H. Morse
WMA 58.15a-y

28

Seven case inro with dragonfly décor
Koma school,
19th century Japan
Lacquer
Height: 3.3” (8.5 cm)
Gurley Memorial Collection
WMA 44.336

29

“Man Under Coverlet” netsuke
Japan
Ivory and horn
Height: 0.76” (1.9 cm)
Pitkin Collection
WMA 42.44

30

Figure of Noh dancer netsuke
Japan
Lacquer, wood, silver, and ivory
Height: 1.5” (3.9 cm)
Pitkin Collection
WMA 42.40

Standing Buddha
8th-9th century, Korea
Bronze
Height: 6 7/8”
Gurley Memorial Collection
WMA 10.333

31

Celadon cup and stand
Koryo dynasty (918-1392), Korea
Stoneware
Height: 4.2” (10.6 cm)
Gurley Memorial Collection
WMA 44.56

32

Thangka of the White Tara, 17th century
Embroidered linen and silk
Height: 95” (241.3 cm)
Bequest of Mary Ripley Goodwin
WMA 12.27
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East Asian Collections at the
Logan Museum of Anthropology
William Green, director of the Logan Museum,
Nicolette Meister, curator of collections, Dan Bartlett,
curator of exhibitions and education
The Logan Museum of Anthropology was founded in 1893 with Frank G.
Logan’s gift to Beloit College of approximately 3,000 Native American artifacts
he had purchased from Indian agent and collector Horatio Nelson Rust. The
Rust Collection arrived in Beloit immediately following its display in the
anthropology exhibit at the World’s Columbian Exposition. The museum’s
collections have grown to over 300,000 archaeological and ethnographic
objects representing 123 countries around the world. While the East Asian
collections encompass less than 2 percent (nearly 5,000 objects) of the
museum’s total holdings, these collections are a vital part of the experiential
learning that is central to Beloit College’s liberal education mission.

Collection Overview
As one of Beloit College’s two museums, the Logan Museum of Anthropology
strives to enhance learning about the world’s cultures, past and present,
while developing skills in visual literacy—“reading” objects. Accordingly,
students, faculty, staff, and visiting scholars have used the Logan Museum’s
East Asian collections for research and teaching and for an array of
exhibitions and educational programs over the past 100 years. The most
common questions asked of these collections are “how did they get here?”
and “what can we learn from them?” In this chapter, we address the first
question by showing that objects often arrived in units or “lots” from
individual collectors. Regarding the second question, we review the
background and significance of three collections in order to illustrate their
value as learning resources.
The Logan Museum’s collections consist of two main categories of
material: ethnographic and archaeological. In the simplest terms,
archaeological refers to objects obtained from the ground while ethnographic
denotes objects acquired from and recently used by living people. East Asian
ethnographic collections—those from China, Japan, Indonesia, Korea, the
Philippines, Siberia, Taiwan, and mainland Southeast Asia—constitute
approximately 9 percent of the ethnographic objects in the Logan’s collection.
Archaeological collections from East Asia account for 1.3 percent of the
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museum’s total archaeological holdings. See Table 1 for a summary of East
Asian collections in the Logan Museum.
The composition of the Logan’s East Asian collections reflects the
museum’s generally more focused archaeological collecting history in
contrast to the rather broader interests of its ethnographic collecting.
Systematic archaeological collections most often derive from the college’s
own faculty-led field research projects. For reasons of logistics and research
interests, those projects have focused on Africa, Europe, and the Americas;
only one major archaeological collection derives from East Asia. On the other
hand, ethnographic collections usually arrive as gifts that fill gaps or add
depth to the museum’s geographical and cultural coverage even though the
collectors often have less direct affiliation with the College.
In this chapter we focus on two of the major ethnographic collections from
East Asia and the single systematic archaeological collection from the region.
We supply selective overviews rather than detailed histories, descriptions, or
assessments of the collections. We also provide background but not full biographies of the collectors. The references cited lists key resources with more
detailed information.

Ainu Ethnographic Collection (Dr. Frederick Starr)
The Ainu people of Hokkaido (northern Japan), the Kuril Islands, and
Sakhalin Island have long maintained a distinct cultural identity as well as
physical characteristics that distinguish them from the dominant Japanese
population of the region. Partly because of this ethnic uniqueness,
anthropologists have studied the Ainu practically since the beginning of the
discipline in the 19th century. And because Ainu people retained traditional
ways of life and religious practices into the 20th century, Westerners were
especially drawn to Ainu art and other material
culture—tools, clothing, ornaments, religious
objects—for ethnographic museum collections and
world’s fairs (Fitzhugh and Dubreuil 1999).
From the 1880s through the 1910s, American
museums sponsored numerous research and
collecting expeditions among the Ainu. Western
academics and missionaries who were working in
Japan also collected much Ainu material for
museums. One especially active collector was Dr.
Frederick Starr (1858-1933), the University of
Chicago’s first anthropologist. Starr developed a large
exhibition of Ainu material and recruited a “life
group” of nine Ainu people for the 1904 World’s Fair,
the Louisiana Purchase Exposition in St. Louis. Starr
Frederick Starr
conducted fieldwork among the Ainu in Hokkaido in

1904 and 1910 and acquired Ainu material from other sources as well. He sold
part of his collection to the Brooklyn Institute of Arts and Sciences (now the
Brooklyn Museum) and the remaining objects to the State Historical Society of
Wisconsin. When the Historical Society decided to sell non-U.S. collections in
1960, the Logan Museum acquired 68 of Starr’s Ainu objects via an art dealer.
The Logan Museum and the Brooklyn Museum thus are the only institutions
that house objects from Starr’s Ainu work, although notes and photo
documentation exist at the University of Chicago and University of Oregon. The
Logan Museum’s Ainu collection includes textiles (primarily clothing),
adornment, and religious and household items (bowls, ladles, and knives).
Religious items used by the Ainu to communicate with kamui (spirits or gods)
include inkupasuy (prayer sticks), inaw (shaved sticks), and a variety of
animal skull fetishes utilized in spirit sending ceremonies.
The Logan Museum’s Ainu collection is a significant resource because of
Starr’s systematic and relatively well-documented collecting practices. Its
established provenance and broad range of object categories and types
facilitate research into Ainu domestic and ritual life on the cusp of their
transition to modernity. The collection also is important because it shows
how the interests of Western scholars and publics in the “exotic” Ainu
became represented in museum collections.
The Ainu collection has been used for Beloit College student research and
exhibition projects, dissertation research by Ph.D. students at the University
of Michigan and University of Minnesota, and publications in specialist
literature. The scholarly and interpretive value of the collection is sure to
increase as interest grows in the Ainu and other subaltern and indigenous
groups in the postcolonial world.

articles on ethnobotany and on Batak and Malay ethnography and linguistics.
The manuscripts in the Batak language that Bartlett collected are especially
significant because the Batak orthography is no longer used (Bartlett 1973).
Uli Kozok, of the Department of Hawaiian and Indo-Pacific Languages and
Literatures at the University of Hawaii at Manoa, visited the Logan Museum
to study and translate these manuscripts (Kozok 2003). His Indonesian
language website on Batak culture features over 120 images of manuscripts
from this collection (http://www.hawaii.edu/indolang/surat/naskah/beloit/).
The resurgence of interest in other aspects of Batak life, especially their
household woodcarving traditions (Causey 2003), also is attracting attention
to the Logan’s Batak collection.

Gobi Archaeological Collection

The Logan Museum’s Batak ethnographic collection was amassed by Dr.
Harley Harris Bartlett, a professor of botany and
director of the University of Michigan Botanical
Gardens (see page 14). The Batak people encompass
a number of ethnic groups that live in the northern
highlands of Sumatra, Indonesia. Bartlett assembled a
diverse collection of textiles, carved figures, and
manuscripts while collecting plants and looking for
sources of rubber in Sumatra in 1918 and 1927. His
sister, Hazel Bartlett, donated a collection of over 300
ethnographic objects from Sumatra, Taiwan, and the
Philippines to the Logan Museum in 1961.
Bartlett’s research interests extended well beyond
botany. He learned the Batak language and published
Harley Harris Bartlett

Photo from The Bentley Historical Library
at the University of Michigan

Batak Ethnographic Collection (Dr. Harley Harris
Bartlett)

In the 1920s explorer Roy Chapman Andrews (1884-1960) enthralled much of
the world with accounts of his expeditions into the Gobi Desert (see page
12). From its base of operations in Beijing, Andrews’ Central Asiatic
Expeditions traversed vast stretches of the Gobi that Westerners had never
seen. In addition to discovering spectacular finds of dinosaur fossils, the team
recorded and collected archaeological material from dozens of Paleolithic and
Neolithic occupation sites. Most of the collections reside at the American
Museum of Natural History, the expeditions’ sponsor and Andrews’ employer,
but the Logan Museum houses an important portion.
Roy Chapman Andrews was a Beloit native and a 1906 graduate of Beloit
College. As his fame grew, he retained connections to the Logan Museum
through correspondence with his former teacher George L. Collie (Beloit
College class of 1881), who was the museum’s curator in the 1920s. Andrews
gained support for his expeditions from museum patron and Beloit College
trustee Frank G. Logan. In addition, the museum’s assistant curator,
archaeologist Alonzo W. Pond (Beloit College class of 1918), served as
Andrews’ archaeologist for the 1928 expedition. In return for the Logan
Museum’s interest and support, Andrews had the American Museum of
Natural History donate a portion of the Gobi expedition’s archaeological
material to the Logan.
Two lots of artifacts constitute the Logan’s Gobi collections. The first is a
group of 155 stone tools and pottery sherds collected in 1925 during the
Third Asiatic Expedition. Most of these objects were found at a large
archaeological site at Shabarakh Usu (Bayn Dzak, Flaming Cliffs), in southcentral Mongolia, near the find spot of the dinosaur eggs and nests that
cemented Andrews’ worldwide celebrity. The American Museum’s
archaeologist Nels C. Nelson selected and transferred to the Logan a “series
of duplicate archaeological specimens approximately representative of the
Shabarakh or Dune Dweller Culture” of the Gobi (Nelson 1926a, 1926b).
Current interpretations indicate this material encompasses Late Paleolithic
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through early Neolithic occupations, ranging from as
early as 16,000 BC to the post-glacial period.
Also housed at the Logan is a large collection of
artifacts from a place known prosaically as Site 30, found
by Alonzo Pond and the Central Asiatic Expedition crew
in 1928. Site 30 is a large habitation site located in a
valley near the village of Pailing Miao (Bail Miao) in Inner
Mongolia, China. The collection includes 3,502 small
blades, flakes from tool manufacture, and other lithic
implements from the Upper Paleolithic or early Neolithic
period. Collections from all other sites Pond investigated
in China have been published and are housed at the
American Museum of Natural History (Fairservis 1993),
but Site 30 remains unpublished and virtually unstudied.
This collection and the 1925 material from Mongolia are
significant in understanding prehistoric cultures and
migrations across Northeast Asia and in comparing
ancient technology in Asia to the archaeological traditions
represented in the Logan Museum’s collections from
Africa, Europe, and the Western Hemisphere. The recent
return of American archaeologists and paleontologists to
the Gobi, in collaboration with Chinese and Mongolian
colleagues, has heightened scholarly interest in these
collections. The collections retain added historical value
because of their association with Roy Chapman Andrews’
landmark expeditions.
This glimpse of East Asian collections in the Logan
Museum of Anthropology has reviewed some past uses
of these collections as well as their future potential as
learning resources. Museum collections such as these are
important for what they can help us learn about the
originating cultures. But they also gain significance by
generating thinking about the cultures of collecting and
the ways collectors and museums have used these
objects to represent—and often objectify—their subjects.
Developing skills in visual literacy requires not only
careful examination and study of the objects themselves
but also analyses of associated documentation, social
environments, and personal circumstances throughout
the “life history” of the objects, including their history in
the museum. Taking this broad view, the collections can
foster reflection on and deeper understandings of both
the text—the objects themselves—and the context.
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Table 1.
East Asian collections at the Logan Museum of Anthropology
Country

Ethnographic
Objects

Archaeological
Objects

Cambodia

15

0

China (including
Tibet and Inner
Mongolia)

127

3,502

Indonesia (Java, Bali,
Borneo, Sumatra,
Timor, Nias)

389

1

Batak material from Sumatra collected by Harley Harris
Bartlett: 84 objects.

Japan

151

17

Ainu material (Frederick Starr collection):
68 objects.

Korea

0

91

Neolithic potsherds.

Laos

1

0

Mongolia

0

155

Myanmar (Burma)

11

0

Philippines

450

0

Russia (Siberia)

5

Taiwan

37

Thailand

14

2

Vietnam

8

0

Notable Collections

Archaeological objects from the Central Asiatic Expedition, 1928. Collected by Roy Chapman Andrews and
Alonzo W. Pond. Gift of the American Museum of Natural
History (Acc. 51).

Third Asiatic Expedition, 1925. Collected by Roy Chapman Andrews. Gift of the American Museum of Natural
History (Acc. 12).

Moro, Igorot, Ilonggot, Mangyan, and Ifugao material
collected by Harley Harris Bartlett: 127 objects.

Paiwan, Atayal, and Yami material collected by Harley
Harris Bartlett: 25 objects.
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37

Pair of shoes for bound feet
Early 20th century
Silk
Length - 13 cm
China
LMA 1994.4.2a-b

38

Pair of boots
Animal hide, cotton cloth, glass beads
Length - 40 cm
Evenk, Krasnoyarskiy Kray Territory of Rossiya Republic,
Russia
LMA 3284.1_.2

39

Imperial ceremonial helmet
Qing Dynasty, 1644-1911
Brass, velvet, and silk
Height - 41.5 cm
China
LMA 3421.6

40

Pottery jar
Bronze Age
Ceramic
Height - 23 cm
Thailand
LMA 3487

41

42

Robe with applique
Early 20th century
Cotton cloth
Length - 130 cm
Ainu, Hokkaido Island, Volcano Bay area, Japan
LMA 3896

Ikupasuy (prayer stick) with bear carving
Early 20th century
Wood and lacquer, length - 33 cm
Ainu, Hokkaido Island, Volcano Bay area, Japan
LMA 3918
Ikupasuy (prayer stick) with otter carving
Early 20th century
Wood, length - 33 cm
Ainu, Hokkaido Island, Volcano Bay area, Japan
LMA 3912
Ikupasuy (prayer stick) with geometric carving
Early 20th century
Wood, length - 34 cm
Ainu, Hokkaido Island, Volcano Bay area, Japan
LMA 3914

43

Robe with applique
Early 20th century
Cotton cloth
Length - 125 cm
Ainu, Hokkaido Island, Volcano Bay
area, Japan
LMA 3929

44

Leggings with applique
Early 20th century
Cotton cloth with metal hook
Length a - 31 cm; length b - 32 cm
Ainu, Hokkaido Island, Volcano Bay area, Japan
LMA 3978a-b

45

46

Ear Ornaments
Glass beads, wood, shell, metal (brass or copper), cotton thread
Length - 15 cm
Bagobo, Davao District, Mindanao Island, Phillipines
LMA 3981

Textile
Early 20th century
Cotton
Length - 204 cm
Toba Batak, Sumatra, Indonesia
LMA 4118

47

Textile

48

Early 20th century
Cotton
Length - 238 cm
Toba Batak or Angkola Batak, Sumatra, Indonesia
LMA 4119

Calendar
Early 20th century
Bone
Length - 15.6 cm
Batak, Sumatra, Indonesia
LMA 4223

49

Manuscript of magic
Early 20th century
Wood, alim tree bark, and ink (soot of camphor and boiled sap of sugar palm)
Length - 51 cm
Batak, Pulau Samosir, Lake Toba, Sumatra, Indonesia
LMA 4301

50

Ceremonial sword and sheath
Early 20th century
Wood, brass, and paint
Blade length - 60 cm; sheath length - 53.5 cm
Paiwan, Taiwan
LMA 4321.1-.2

51

Blade tools (top) and Blade cores (bottom)
Neolithic
Flint
Length of largest object - 3.5 cm
Site 30, Gobi Desert, Inner Mongolia, China
LMA 5008 (top) and LMA 5209 (bottom)

52

Kimono
Silk, satin, and gold thread
Length - 169 cm
Japan
LMA 5839
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